Time to Protect Babies From Dangerous Products 

12/03/2005 
How would mothers react if they discovered that baby products contain a witch's brew of dangerous ingredients? Hopping mad could be a reasonable understatement.

Most disturbing are three groups of widely used ingredients known as "hidden carcinogens" -- ingredients which are contaminated by carcinogens, or which break down to release carcinogens, or which are precursors of carcinogens to which infants are about 100 times more sensitive than adults.

The largest group of hidden carcinogens includes dozens of wetting agents or detergents, particularly PEGs, Laureths, and Ceteareths, all of which are contaminated with the potent and volatile carcinogens ethylene oxide and dioxane. These carcinogens could readily be stripped off during ingredient manufacture, if the industry just made the effort to do so. Another hidden carcinogenic ingredient is lanolin, derived from sheep's wool, most samples of which are contaminated with DDT-like pesticides.

The second group includes another detergent, Triethanolamine (TEA) which, following interaction with nitrite, is a precursor of a highly potent nitrosamine carcinogen.

The third group includes Quaterniums and Diazolidinyl urea preservatives which break down in the product or skin to release the carcinogenic formaldehyde.

Of additional concern is another group of common preservatives, known as Parabens. Numerous studies over the last decade have shown that these are weakly estrogenic. They produce abnormal hormonal effects following application to the skin of infant rodents, particularly male, resulting in decreased testosterone levels, and urogenital abnormalities. Parabens have also been found to accumulate in the breasts of women with breast cancer.

So, why is it that the multibillion-dollar cosmetic and toiletry industry has not acted on this information? The answer is that the major priority of the industry's trade association is "to protect the freedom of the industry to compete in a fair market place." At the same time, the association pursues a highly aggressive agenda against what it claims are "unreasonable or unnecessary labeling or warning requirements." As Senator Edward M. Kennedy (D.MA) stated at 1997 Hearings on the FDA Reform bill: "The cosmetics industry has borrowed a page from the playbook of the tobacco industry by putting profits ahead of public health."

CHICAGO, Feb. 28 (AScribe Newswire)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

12/03/2005 The banning of phthalates.

Toxic cosmetics ingredients were recently banned in the European Union. Here in the U.S., the $35 billion cosmetics industry is fighting a similar ban tooth and nail.

Phthalates, the chemicals used in some cosmetics, may keep your nail polish hard and shiny and your tresses thick and glossy, but in animal tests they cause birth defects, disrupt hormone systems and lead to reproductive problems. Those are just a few of the reasons the European Union recently banned them. Now, despite a huge outcry from the $35 billion cosmetics industry, some California lawmakers are trying to ban phthalates in the U.S.

California Assemblywoman Judy Chu has introduced a bill that would ban the same two types of phthalates as the EU did. In part because the FDA does not conduct pre-market health testing of cosmetics ingredients (nor require cosmetics makers to do so), Chu was moved to present a similar bill last year that would have banned phthalates and other chemicals blacklisted by entities like the International Agency for Research on Cancer, the European Union and the Environmental Protection Agency.

Those efforts were defeated. But if passed this session, Chu's Phthalates Ban Bill (AB 908), would be the first ever phthalate ban in the United States.

"After three decades of extensive studies [on] carcinogens and reproductive toxins, the EU banned two phthalates and those are the two that I am proposing to ban," Chu said in a recent telephone interview. "It is outrageous that American women aren't give the same protections that European women are. How can a whole continent of women be protected yet Americans ignore this?"

By Kelly Hearn, AlterNet. Posted March 11, 2005.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

11/03/2005 US EPA is accepting public comment on 2,4-D

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is accepting public comments on registration of 2,4-D (2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetic acid), a ubiquitous lawn and garden herbicide that is frequently mixed with fertilizer in a "weed & feed" product. Weed and feed formulations are especially problematic because they encourage repeated and far wider use of 2,4-D on lawns, presenting special risks to children and contaminating ground and surface water.

Approximately 40 million pounds of 2,4-D are used each year in the U.S. on lawns, golf courses, ball fields and parks, as well as applied agriculturally to pasture land, wheat, corn, soybeans, barley, rice, oats and sugar cane. In a 2003 study of pesticides present in the bodies of U.S. residents, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported that young children (6-11 years) had significantly higher levels of both 2,4-D and 2,4-dichlorophenol (a breakdown product of 2,4-D and triclosan) than adults and youth (12-19 years).

If you would like to have your say, email the EPA by Monday, March 14, and urge them to protect children by canceling all registrations for 2,4-D. you can do this at: http://ga4.org/campaign/_weednfeed

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

10/03/2005 Payment Gateway Scheduled Service Outage

We wish to advise you that a Payment Gateway scheduled service outage has been scheduled for the following date: Monday 14th March, 2005 between 12:00am Australian Est - 05:30am Australian Est

Please note that this outage has been scheduled on behalf of the Financial Acquirers and means the Payment Gateway will be unable to process transactions during this time. This will prohibit the processing credit card transactions during this period.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8/03/2005 Organic farmland reaches 26.5million hectares worldwide

Organic farming is on the up throughout the world. The growth of 9.9 % in 2004 increases the area from 24 million ha to 26.5 million ha. The market for organic products is estimated by FiBL, SL, IFOAM and Organic Monitor as 19.5 billion EUR for all countries. Europe with estimated sales of 10.1 billion EUR still leads ahead of the USA.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8/03/2005 World Bank Finally Promotes Organics as Solution to Poverty

WASHINGTON, February 23, 2005 Farmers in developing countries who switch to organic agriculture achieve higher earnings and a better standard of living, according to a series of studies conducted in China, India and six Latin American countries by the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). The findings were presented today during a workshop held at the World Banks headquarters in Washington, DC. In Costa Rica, for example, organic cacao producers received 150 percent more for their product than conventional producers in 2001. According to the research conducted by IFAD, organic farming reduces the health risks posed by costly chemical pesticides and fertilizers, and benefits the environment with improved soil management. Creating more jobs in areas with high un- employment can increase revenues in rural areas and reduce migration.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

7/03/2005 March Business Protection

March's Business Protection falls on Good Friday this year and as a consequence it will now be run on Tuesday 29th March.

Please ensure that everything pertaining to the March Business Protection run, changes and cancellations, are received no later than 6pm Wednesday 23rd March, 2005.

The ONE Group Team

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

27/02/2005 Rats 'Healthier' on Organic Diet

Tests Show Lab Rats Thrive on Organic Food

>From http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm Fri 18 Feb 2005 A team of Danish scientists found rats fed on organic food were slimmer, slept better and had stronger immune systems than others fed on conventionally-grown produce, it emerged today.

The controversial findings are likely to re-start the debate over whether organic food is more beneficial for humans, or if as some have said, it is an expensive alternative which has no effect on health.

In the past scientists have found it difficult to prove whether an organic diet was beneficial, as health is influenced by many factors.

A team from the Danish Institute of Agricultural Sciences, aided by a Newcastle University scientist, experimented on 36 rats, feeding one group organic food, another conventionally grown food, with high levels of fertiliser and some pesticide, and a third group were minimally-fertilised food.

All the rats were given potatoes, carrots, peas, green kale, apples and rapeseed oil and the level of nutrients was monitored to make sure they were the same for each group.

They were also given the same vitamin supplements and all were reported to have thrived during the experiment.

Pesticide residue was also measured and found to be below detection levels in all groups.

Yet the scientists found that the rats fed organically-produced food were measurably healthier, in that they slept better, had stronger immune systems and were less obese.

Dr Kirsten Brandt, of Newcastle University¹s School of Agriculture, who last week published findings that carrots contained a cancer-fighting chemical, helped her Danish colleagues devise the experiment.

She was careful not to overstate the findings, explaining that the team could not explain why the organic food, with the same nutrients as the conventionally-farmed produce, seemed to be healthier for rats.

She said: ³The difference was so big that it is very unlikely to be random.

Source: The Scotsman (UK)
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15/02/2005 3 facts you can do something about

1) "Global Warming is a bigger threat to humanity than international terrorism" Sir David King, UK Government Chief Scientist

2) Australia has the worst greenhouse emissions per capita in the developed world

3) Australia and the USA are the only two developed countries refusing to ratify the Kyoto Protocol

If you would like to sign a petition requesting that Australia ratify the Kyoto Protocol, you can go to:

http://www.greenpeace.org.au/kyotopetition/petition.php

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

12/02/2005 WRITE TO THE UNITED NATIONS

Consumer, farmer, and environmental organizations across the globe are mobilizing to stop the legalization and commercialization of the controversial Terminator Gene Technology, whereby seeds are genetically engineered to become sterile or commit suicide after one growing season. The Monsanto corporation and the biotech industry support the Terminator Technology, because it will force many of the 1.4 billion farmers around the world to stop saving their seeds and instead to purchase patented seed varieties from the Gene Giants. In addition, scientists are concerned that genetic pollution from Terminator crops will lead to killing off a wide range of crops and plants, as Terminator pollen and seeds are spread by the wind, insect pollinators, and commercial seed co-mingling and transportation. After a massive international campaign in 1998, Monsanto Corporation announced they were shelving plans to commercialize the Terminator, while the United Nations (UN) called for a global ban. But today (2/11/2005), renewe

d efforts to overturn the worldwide ban were launched at a UN conference in Bangkok. If you would like your voice heard, please make comment to: Secratariat of the UN Convention on Biological Diversity 413 St-Jacques Street, 8th floor, Office 800 Montreal, Quebec, Canada, H2Y 1N9 Tel: +1-514-288-2220 Fax: +1-514-288-6588 Email: secretariat@biodiv.org URL: http://www.biodiv.org

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

9/02/2005 Scotland - Hospital is first to serve organic milk

http://news.scotsman.com/health.cfm?id=8412005 A HOSPITAL became the first in Scotland recently to ditch ordinary milk for the organic variety. Bosses at Darlington Memorial Hospital, Co Durham, signed a deal with a local organic dairy after positive feedback from patients during a two-month trial.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8/02/2005 Church should go organic says Archbishop or Canterbury

28/01/05 - The Archbishop of Canterbury is calling upon the Church of England to undertake an ecological audit saying that good ecology is not an optional extra but a matter of justice. His comments come in a new report to be debated by the General Synod of the Church of England which recommends that the church adopt 'creation care prayers', organic bread and other natural materials in worship as well as an education programme, car pooling and recycling. In his foreword to the new report "Sharing God’s Planet: A Christian Vision for a Sustainable Planet" which accompanies the debate, the Archbishop of Canterbury Dr Rowan Williams urges Christians to recognise their duty to celebrate and care for every part of God’s creation. “Receive the world that God has given”, he writes of the importance of celebration. “Go for a walk. Get wet. Dig the earth.” Full press release at http://www.ekklesia.co.uk/content/news_syndication/article_050128organic.shtml

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1/02/2005 A QUICK LOOK AT HOW SOME COUNTRIES ADVERTISE FOOD TO KIDS

Ireland: All television commercials for fast food and candy are banned. Sweden/Norway/Austria/Luxembourg: All television advertising to children is banned. Belgium/France/Portugal/Vietnam: All marketing is banned in schools. United States: Spending more per child than any other nation in the world, the U.S. plugs $15 billion per year into marketing food to kids, which is more than what it would cost to provide health insurance for all uninsured children.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1/02/2005 Cancer Rates

The National Cancer Institute (USA) estimates that, given the current rates of cancer, approximately 45% of men and 38% of women (all races combined) will be diagnosed with some form of the disease (www.cancer.gov).

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

31/01/2005 Retail Price Lists

Retail Price lists are available from the drop down menu "resources".

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

28/01/2005 New Pricing

You may have noticed some new prices on our new order forms!

As was announced last October in our newsletter, products shipped within Australia would incur a 7.5% price increase along with a significant reduction in shipping changes, most orders being shipped free.

Since that announcement however, we have enjoyed significant efficiencies in production, but have also incurred some substantial increases in the cost of some raw materials.

We therefore have had to increase some products more than 7.5% but were also to decrease other products significantly, some up to 38%!

In order to maintain comparative uniformity of these new prices across the world we have adjusted our worldwide prices accordingly.

We appreciate your understanding in this matter.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

27/01/2005 Group Volume Calculations

Please note that due to issues with our new website, Group Volume calculations will be incorrect until late next week. We are aware of the programming issue and are working on it. Please do not call or email the office. Sorry for the inconvenience this may cause.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

27/01/2005 Woman sues over anti-ageing claims

18/01/2005 - In the US a woman lawyer is suing two cosmetic companies, including global leader Estee Lauder, over what is said to be false advertising claims relating to anti-ageing products marketed by the company.

Debra Scheufler, from San Diego, California, claims that the products that she spent an estimated $1,000 did not reverse or even halt visible signs of ageing on her face, a number of US newspaper reports have said.

“These products that tout themselves as anti-ageing products really target women of my era and suck us into the belief that the clock can actually be turned back, when in fact, it cannot be turned back,” Scheufler said in an interview with NBC.

Filed at the end of December, the lawsuit names Estee Lauder’s La Mer anti-ageing skin care range, which includes a premium moisturiser, an under eye baume, a body lotion and a hand cream.

Scheufler said that her physical signs of ageing were not reversed, and that this was contrary to the ‘miracle’ cures made by a number of leading cosmetic companies.

Scheufler’s lawyer, Howard Rubenstein, said that the lawsuit also filed charges against a Californian company called Epicore, which provides spa and cosmetic treatments, together with retailers Nordstrum and Neiman Marcus, which sold products carrying the allegedly false marketing claims.

The lawsuit wants the cosmetic companies and the retailers to stop using marketing terms that suggest the products will help to fight back or reverse signs of skin ageing. It also seeks compensation for the $1,000 spent on the products.

However, proving that there is a strong case in the US law courts could prove particularly difficult. The US Food and Drug Authority tests cosmetics for safety and not for their effectiveness.

The FDA’s regulations state that cosmetic products cannot make claims that products contain medicinal properties against diseases, however, they are allowed to make certain claims about certain changes to physical appearance.

Currently the global market for skin care products is valued at over $38 billion (€29bn), of which nearly $7 billion is related to anti-ageing products. What is most striking is the rate of growth for this segment, which at a current annual growth rate of over 11 per cent is one of the highest in the industry.

Ultimately the very size of the market for these products and the continuing pressures the baby boomer generation face in trying to fight physical signs of ageing mean that Scheufler’s action is unlikely to have a significant impact on the industry as a whole.
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21/01/2005 Container load of products on their way to America

We are pleased to announce that 5.5 tonnes of product has just left for the United States of America and should be in our warehouse in Nevada during March. Hooray!!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

20/01/2005 Loose fill protective packaging in our boxes

Dear Customers

The loose fill protective packaging in your box is manufactured from Australian grown wheat. It is reusable, compostable, and will disintegrate quickly when in direct contact with water, so it can be flushed down the drain or the toilet. We recommend placing it in your compost, as it breaks down readily and can be reused to nourish the earth from which it came!

Environmentally yours ONE Group

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

19/01/2005 December Retirement Bonuses

Pool Shares - Builder's Pool US$277.39, Fast Start Pool US$126.10, Loyalty Pool US$70.89 Exec Pool US$201.75, Managing Exec Pool US$432.33, Senior Exec Pool US$1,210.52

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

18/01/2005 VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT APPROACHING RETAIL OUTLETS

It has come to our attention that a growing number of Representatives are approaching, and in some cases, signing up Retailers that are not assigned to them. This is confusing and frustrating some store owners and creating an unprofessional impression of ONE Group, not to mention unfair to the Representatives who have followed Company procedure and had a Retail Outlet Allocation Request approved by ONE Group. Absolutely NO-ONE is to approach a Retailer in any way, shape or form, prior to having an Allocation Request approved. Additionally, please make sure that the 60-day period on your allocation/s has not expired prior to approaching Retailers as it may have already been re-assigned to another Representative.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

13/01/2005 BBC News, January 7, 2005 - Why?

Last week, the U.S. Department of Justice revealed that Monsanto has paid more than US $700,000 in illegal bribes to Indonesian officials, including $50,000 to an environmental ministry employee to forestall environmental reviews of the biotech company's genetically engineered (GE) cotton. While these payments did not lift controls on Monsanto's GE cotton in Indonesia, they did result in criminal and civil charges against Monsanto in U.S. courts under the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, which prohibits bribing foreign officials.

On Thursday, January 6, 2005, Monsanto and the Justice Department announced a settlement in which Monsanto would pay penalties and fines of US $1.5 million to the Justice Department and the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC). Monsanto will also submit to independent audits of its business practices for the next three years. Under the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, companies paying bribes to foreign officials can be fined a maximum of $2 million for each violation, and responsible corporate executives can face up to five years in prison.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

31/12/2004 HAPPY NEW YEAR

We really appreciate the support we have received from you all over the last 12 months and look forward to another record breaking year in 2005 as we strive to convert the world to CERTIFIED ORGANICS.

The planned changes to the Packaging, Literature, Website and Compensation Plan etc. are almost complete. Finalising and testing the new programming has proved difficult at this time of the year with our 2 main programmers away on vacation until 10th January 2005. It was just not possible to finalise everything before they left and be in a position to guarantee no hiccups. It will be worth the wait and 2005 will see the beginning of a substantial growth curve. Thank you for your patience.

On behalf of everyone at the ONE Group Corporate Office, we wish you and your families a safe and prosperous 2005.

Kind regards, Narelle, Alf & John

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

30/12/2004 TSUNAMI TRAGEDY

It is very hard to comprehend the enormity of this catastrophe. Even though to date there are just 10 Australians confirmed dead, there are still 800 unaccounted for. The cost to the area affected, in human terms, is incalcuable.

As a result of this tragedy, ONE Group will be donating $500 towards the relief effort. Any ONE Group Member who has not already donated in their own right, may wish to add to the ONE Group donation by utilising some of the funds in their bonus account. If so, please type 'Tsunami Tragedy' in the 'Name of Bank' field in the 'Withdrawal' section of your Bonuses Account. We will be sending the total donation on Tuesday 4th January 2005.

Thank you for your support, every little bit helps.

Narelle, Alf & John

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

29/12/2004 Preservative Causes Cell Death

A recent study is giving naturals retailers another talking point in their quest to educate consumers—and fill their personal care aisles. At the annual American Society of Cell Biology meeting held Dec. 5 in Washington, D.C., Elias Aizenman, professor of neurobiology at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, presented a paper on a preservative found in conventional cosmetics and body care products. The preservative, methylisothiazolinone, is a biocide used to prevent bacteria from developing.

According to Aizenman, lead researcher on the study, the chemical caused neurons to die in experiments with rats' brain cells. The study found that not only did direct exposure to the chemical cause neuronal death, but, researchers wrote, "In addition, our results suggest that prolonged exposure to low levels of MIT and related compounds may have potentially damaging consequences to the developing nervous system."

However, the Cosmetic, Toiletry, and Fragrance Association put out a release stating, "Cosmetic exposure is so much lower than what is presented in this abstract as to make the study meaningless for safety evaluation purposes regarding cosmetic products."

According to Tim Kropp, Ph.D., senior scientist for the Washington, D.C.-based Environmental Working Group, the study's results aren't necessarily revolutionary. "It may surprise people to know that consumer products are not safety-tested before they are put on store shelves, and this includes the personal care products we all put on our skin and hair each day. We just don't know the long-term effects of most of these ingredients, either alone or in combination. But in the case of methylisothiazolinone, we see that the cosmetic industry's review board knew there were risks associated with it, but declared it safe for use." Bryce Edmonds
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23/12/2004 RETAIL OUTLET/MARKET/EXPO ALLOCATIONS

Due to the Christmas/New Year break, we will cease approval of Retail Outlet/Market/Expo Allocations from end of business Friday 24 December 2004 and resume on Tuesday 4 January 2005. Apologies for any inconvenience.

Please keep in mind the ONE Group requirement to have any allocation request approved by ONE Group prior to approaching a Retail Outlet/Market/Expo.
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18/12/2004 COMMON PESTICIDE CAUSES AGGRESSION & BRAIN DAMAGE

Glufosinate, a pesticide used widely in the U.S. and whose residues have been found in the food and water supply, has been verified to cause brain and hormonal damage. Japanese government studies have confirmed previous research that glufosinate sets off violent behavior in lab animals. Male rats exposed to the chemical aggressively attack each other, while female rats remain peaceful. But female offspring of rats previously exposed to the pesticide "became aggressive and started to bite each other, in some cases until one died." said Yoichiro Kuroda, principle investigator of the study, adding, "That report sent a chill through me." Glufosinate, which is used as an herbicide on several varieties of genetically modified canola and corn, is also linked to neurological defects that increase the rate of hyperactivity and decrease IQs. The Japan Times, 7 December 2004 By YUMI WIJERS-HASEGAWA, Staff writer
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